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Background

The Wisconsin Science Education Foundation (WiSEF) is a 501 (c) 3 charitable nonprofit organization whose mission is to inspire enthusiasm for science research among Wisconsin students.

Since its incorporation in 2001, WiSEF has focused on the implementation of the Badger State Science and Engineering Fair (BSSEF).  The only science fair in the state of Wisconsin to offer participation to students across the state, WiSEF lacks the resources to effectively promote participation in this Fair.

In addition to promoting increased participation in the Badger State Fair, WiSEF seeks to create a system of regional science fairs to encourage students to participate in multiple levels of competition.  Student winners from both the regional fairs as well as the State Fair would have an opportunity to progress to the International Science & Engineering Fair where they would compete with approximately 1,400 students representing over forty countries throughout the world.  

Few Opportunities for Wisconsin Students
Of the approximately 1,400 student participants at the International Fair (ISEF), Wisconsin has one of the lowest levels of participation.
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The Strategic Plan

Through its recently developed strategic plan, WiSEF has defined a roadmap for the development, promotion and support for the growth of the Badger State Fair as well as the implementation of a system of regional science fairs throughout the state of Wisconsin.

In the course of the past three months, WiSEF has also recruited a number of key Board Directors, expanded its base of community support and identified a committed individual to lead the initial implementation of the plan.

The three-year strategic plan calls for the addition of a part-time director to staff the organization and implement the steps necessary to create a state-wide science fair system comprised of seven regions:

· Year One:
One New Regional Fair

· Year Two:
Two Additional Regional Fairs

· Year Three:
Three Additional Regional Fairs
The attached preliminary financial plan includes the anticipated costs to reach the participation projections as well as to establish WiSEF as a resource of information and training for regional and local science fairs.  

A draft of the Strategic Plan Goals, Objectives and Strategies is also attached for additional detail on planned activities and outcomes.
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How you can help

· Provide a multi-year grant/donation to fund this plan.
· Provide a one-time gift to support this plan.

· Volunteer your time and talents!
· Contact:  Dr. Pamela S. Doolittle, President, Wisconsin Science Education Foundation, Inc.  608-262-9679; pssemrad@wisc.edu
Sample Comparison of ISEF Participants


Florida		235 students


Minnesota	70 students


Indiana	65 students


Colorado	50 students


Wisconsin	8 students





























Why so low?  To compete at the ISEF level, a student must win a competition at a local/regional or state fair that meets certain criteria for ISEF affiliation. 





Sample Comparison of Affiliated Fairs


Florida		47  Fairs


Minnesota		14  Fairs


Indiana		13 Fairs


Colorado		10 Fairs


Total U.S. Affiliated Fairs	


388


Total International Affiliated Fairs


112





Total Wisconsin Affiliated Fairs	


4








Summary of Goals


To grow the participation and stature of the Badger State Science Fair to parity with other leading State Fair organizations.


To create a state-wide system of local science fairs leading to participation in the Badger State Science Fair.


An organizational structure and practices that enable WiSEF to optimally support its three-year program goals.


A diversified funding base that enables the successful accomplishment of this plan.





Benefits to the State of Wisconsin


A strong science education program for Wisconsin public education.


A strong science education program for Wisconsin economic growth.


A strong science education system to lure technology based enterprise to Wisconsin.


An educated work-force to entice new manufacturing and technology based business to invest in Wisconsin.











