BSSEF

Meeting of the Board of Directors

9:00 AM, November 4, 2006

MC Services

N27 W23921 Paul Rd, Suite A

Pewaukee, WI 53072
Attendance:  

Executive Director:  Gary Stresman, 

Board Members:  Eliot Scheuer, Jeff Petinga, Lalitha Ramamoorthy, Todd Allen, Ron Jodat

Absent: Maggie Teliska, Pam Doolittle
Others: Bob Unkel, Katherine Nelson, Robert Young
Call to Order by vice chair Jeff Petinga at 9:10am

Approval of minutes from October with amendment:

1. name spelling changes Gary Stressman to Gary Stresman, Janowkoski to Stan Jaskolski and Bill Hickman to Bill Hittman

2. regarding the motion to elect Jeff as vice chair, the motion was unanimously approved by the board.

1. Treasurer report—Eliot Scheuer

 
Cash balance: $319.52


Accounts payable: $33,066.68

· Please submit expense reimbursements to Gary in a timely fashion

· Accounts payable priority (BSSEF, ISEF, Regional Fair support, expense reimbursement (travel & office), Executive Director, Consultants.)

· Will have a recommendation to the board next month on financial policies

2.    Executive Directors report
· Summary of meetings

· Oct. 10 – Senator Feingold’s office to deliver expedite paperwork

· Oct. 11 – Carla Meyer, executive director of Engineers & Scientists of Milwaukee. Carla is well connected with STEM organizations in Milwaukee and said she could provide help with judging recruitment

· Oct. 14 – WSST board meeting. Gave 15 min presentation to district representatives. Continuing a dialog with the president about sponsorship. I have registered BSSEF to give a 50 min presentation and have an exhibit booth at the WSST convention in March. We will need volunteers for this. It is the week after BSSEF.

· Oct. 17 – Jim Barnes

· Oct. 25 – Katherine Nelson, Mary Staten and Antonio Rodriguez at MPS. Discussed supporting teachers in MPS with curriculum

· Oct. 26 & 27 – WEAC convention exhibit booth. Ron Jodat, Katherine Nelson, Pam Doolittle and 5 UW engineering students helped. Have 20 teachers that expressed interest.

· Oct. 31 – Bill Hittman and 4 Kenosha principals. Discussed Kenosha regional science fair. They doubt that a science fair can be held this year because of time. I have followed up with support and await their decision. They hope BSSEF can sponsor someone from Kenosha to attend Albuquerque to observe to help for their affiliation in 08. Bill has asked me to present to math and science coordinators on Nov. 17.

· Nov. 2 – Podcast with WSST. Look for it @ http://www.wsst.org/podcasts.asp
· Nov. 3 – AM – Tarik Celik and James White from MRSEF

· Significant discussion here, with input from Robert Young and Katherine Nelson, regarding BSSEF & MRSEF relationship. MRSEF desires to expand it’s region but are willing to relinquish it’s “ownership” of counties if those counties want to be autonomous. The board recommends we get that in writing.

PM – Mark Hanson & Tom Katte (k-12 science coordinator) at Waukesha South.  

· Waukesha district is going to rotate their science fair every 2 years between Waukesha South, West and North.

· They will include marketing to all HS in Waukesha county (public and private).

· Tom Katte has agreed to be fair director.

· As of November 3, 501 © 3 status is reactivated. Senator Feingold’s office intervened with an expedition request.

· Science Saturday on Nov. 11 is proceeding. Katherine has students coming from many schools.

· The fundraiser is also proceeding. We need a commitment from board members to attend. Only 4 confirmed outside of our immediate group.

· Jonathan Pezzino – Nicolet SF 06 winner has agreed to build our website. Robert Young, Joel Hartmann and I will meet with John after Nov 15 to establish protocol. I have indicated to Jon that there is money in the budget for his services but that pay may have to be deferred. He understood and was comfortable with the arrangement.

· A block of 27 rooms has been reserved for the “Wisconsin party” at ISEF. I have permission from USM, MRSEF, Nicolet and CSEF to include them in this reservation. It is my intent for BSSEF to cover the cost of these rooms @ $810 per room per week. This will build team chemistry and pay huge dividends developing a Wisconsin model. Covering the cost will force interaction between students and adults alike. Activities will be developed to support students from every region to work (and play) together.

3. 
 Program Committee

1. Program committee meeting November 26, 2006

2.    Regional pay policy discussion (attached)
3.    Mentor policy. The mentor policy is divided into 3 documents.

a. BSSEF Mentor Policy Overview (attached)

b. Mentor Request (attached)

c. Research plan (attached)

4.
Fund Development Committee Report
· Birnshein Foundation grant selection committee meet on Nov 6

· Report from Katherine Nelson

1.  GE Grant (Nov. 1 deadline)/Gary and Katherine -- Sent in 
2.  SWE Grant (Nov. 1 deadline)/Pam and Katherine--SWE needs to submit and they want to wait until Feb. 1
3.  Oshkosh team and Intel ISEF affiliation (lst week in Nov.)/Katherine ad Gary--I am waiting for EAA date and  OASD's next meeting 
4.  Fundraiser on the 11th/Katherine/Gary/Robert/ Mary--Finally got emails out!!!  RSVP coming in  Need to follow up with phone calls
5.  Science Sat. on the 11th/Gary/Katherine/Devone (Mary U) -- On paper we have reached our goal.  We are hoping for numbers of students with permission slips by end of week
6.  Appt. with Michael George--Gary and Katherine--Gary is setting it up. 
7.  Governor's participation/Gary --Waiting for election results at this point.
8.  Letter for public from Elizabeth Burmaster/Katherine writes, Gary communicates 
9.  WEAC convention/Gary, Katherine--Devone, Madison volunteers, Robert, Pam, etc. Completed--took Names/#s?  Added to spreadsheet?
10.  Fundraising/entire team 
a.  Birnshein/Ron 

b.  Kern Foundation/Gary, Robert, Stan are attending a lunch on Nov. 6
c.  Johnson Controls/Katherine is waiting for appt. date
d.  Associated Bank/Katherine -- Submitted a proposal email--waiting for answer. Perhaps change our band to associated
e.  Hospital?  Medical College (any connections with Stan and Med. College?) -- Robert or Katherine needs to call Michael Bolger for meeting
f.  List provided by Marquette of prospects--Gary completed emailing--Gary what is ratio of responses so far?  Could you add their names to your database (under prospects) and send it to me
g.  Baird/Ron ???
h.  GE/Robert--It is a process and we are in the process of having all roads lead to Rome
i.  Marquette and cash donation/Gary and Ron -- We are still waiting for a $ amount
j.  DPI/Gary and Katherine will push hard--ANY IDEAS for next week appoinment?
· g.  WEAC/Gary -- Gary should I contact Stan?
5. 
Old Business

1. Bylaws

· Concern about turn over of people on board

· Motion made by Todd (electronically) seconded by Eliot (electronically) and approved by all (voice)

2. Have Wendy Seffrood explore having our name Trademarked

6.
New Business

· Ron looked into board insurance. All board members should look into how much their personal homeowners policy covers their volunteer activities. His umbrella policy covers him. There are general liability policies out there that cost ~$1,000/yr. Recommend we explore if ISEF has policies. Does Marquette have a policy to cover us while on their campus? Be sure to have student sign disclaimer.
· Committee commission statements need to be explored.
Meeting adjourned at 12:15.

Addendums

Regional pay policy

The following is the payment policy supporting the participation of regional fairs in ISEF 2007. The intent of these policies is to enable regional fairs to comply with ISEF affiliation rules which state that all affiliated fairs must cover the registration, travel and lodging costs of finalists and their adult sponsors. For this reason BSSEF will financially support regional fairs with the following policy. 

Policy A

Policy A assumes the regional fair does not have the funds to cover the costs themselves. These funds will be available upon request.

A.   New fairs in 2007.

1. BSSEF will pay the $500 affiliation fee.

2. BSSEF will pay the transportation cost for up to 4 people to ISEF 07.

3. BSSEF will pay the lodging costs of up to 4 people to ISEF 07.

4. BSSEF will pay the registration fee for up to 4 people to ISEF 07.

5. BSSEF will pay the registration, travel and lodging of the fair director or his/her designee.

Policy B

Policy B applies to pre-existing fairs and assumes the regional fair has adequate funds to meet their affiliation responsibilities. BSSEF funding is to support collaboration between all Wisconsin fairs and is dependent upon having adequate funds.

B.  Pre-existing fairs.

      1.   BSSEF will pay the lodging costs of up to 4 people to ISEF 07.

Lodging reservations will be arranged by BSSEF and will pair students together in double occupancy rooms. The same will be done for adults.

BSSEF Mentor Policy Overview
BSSEF has developed relationships with Colleges, Universities, Science & Engineering Companies and Organizations and individuals for the purpose of enabling students and teachers to receive facility, technical and/or content support for the advancement of a high school science fair project.

The mentoring program is intended to provide support when a student has exhausted all possible means available at the secondary education level. Prior to requesting help it is the responsibility of the student and adult sponsor to develop the project topic, research plan and to engage in background research to where a certain level of expertise is established. If the development of scientific thought goes beyond what is typically available at the high school level, or requires equipment or facilities not available at the high school level, it is then reasonable to request assistance. To ensure proper project development has occurred please complete the following forms prior to requesting mentor assistance. 

Once these forms have been submitted, an individual will review the request and select an appropriate person for your mentor. Someone should contact you within 3-5 school days. If contact is not made please contact Gary Stresman at gstresman@wi.rr.com or call 414-355-4594.

FORMS
1. Mentor request

2. Research plan

Once these have been completed, select a location to which you would like to have them sent.

1. Marquette University

2. University of Wisconsin – Madison

Mentor Request

Complete this form and send it to the location of your choice located on the BSSEF Mentor Policy form.

Student Name:





      
Grade:
Street:

City:




State:


Zipcode:

Telephone:

Email:

Adult Sponsor name:

Street:

City:




State:


Zipcode:

Telephone:

Email:

Relationship to student: 

If adult sponsor is a teacher, what school?  



Category
Please review your topic carefully and select the category to which it would most appropriately be included. This will help select a mentor most suited to your needs.  

See http://www.sciserv.org/isef/students/research_categories.asp for more details.

These are the judging categories for BSSEF taken directly from ISEF. BSSEF reserves the right to eliminate or combine categories based on need.

· ______ ANIMAL SCIENCES




· ______ BEHAVIORAL AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
· ______ BIOCHEMISTRY
· ______ CELLULAR AND MOLECULAR BIOLOGY

· ______ CHEMISTRY
· ______ COMPUTER SCIENCE
· ______ EARTH AND PLANETARY SCIENCE
· ______ ENGINEERING: Materials and Bioengineering
· ______ ENGINEERING: Electrical & Mechanical
· ______ ENERGY & TRANSPORTATION
· ______ ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 
· ______ ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES 
· ______ MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES 
· ______ MEDICINE & HEALTH SCIENCES 
· ______ MICROBIOLOGY
· ______ PHYSICS AND ASTRONOMY
· ______ PLANT SCIENCES 


Research Plan

NOTE: BSSEF is affiliated with INTEL ISEF and therefore must follow all ISEF rules and regulations. For complete explanation of these rules please see http://www.sciserv.org/isef/students/rules_regulations.asp  Please be aware of these as you complete your research plan. This information should be typed in a separate word file and sent to the mentor location of your choice.
1)
Student’s Name:      





Grade: 


Email:    







Phone: 

2) Title of Project: 

3) Category of Project:

See http://www.sciserv.org/isef/students/research_categories.asp for details if necessary.
The research plan for all projects is to include the following: 

A. Question being addressed 

B. Hypothesis/Problem/Engineering Goals 

C. Description in detail of method or procedures 

·   Procedures: Detail all procedures and experimental design to be used for data collection 

·   Data Analysis:  Describe the procedures you will use to analyze the data that answer research question or hypothesis 

·   Bibliography:  List at least five (5) major references (e.g. science journal articles, books, internet sites) from your library research. 

Since use of the items listed in #1-4 below has some restrictions, please make note of the detail required. It is understandable that you may not have the answers to all these details. Describe and explain what you can.

D. What mentoring help do you need? Do you need equipment and/or supplies, advice, knowledge, reference? How long do you expect to need help? When are you available? 

Additional details with restricted materials

1.  Human subjects research (See instructions at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/document/Rule2007.pdf  page 13

· Detail all procedures, include what the participants are asked to do 
· Describe Risk Assessment process and how risks will be minimized 

· Describe Study Sample/Participants 

· Number of participants and estimated participants demographics (may include information such as: age, male/female, cultural background breakdown, Socio-economic status) 

· Recruitment procedures (where and how subjects are recruited) 

· Procedures for obtaining informed consent if applicable, include statement about informing potential participants about voluntary nature of participation and right to withdraw at any time 

· Strategies used to protect privacy and confidentiality 

· Include survey or questionnaires if used, and critically evaluate the risk 

· List and describe the measures (questionnaires, surveys) used and how you measure the variable of interest (behavioral observations, time, length).  Attach the questionnaire/survey 

· Consider emotional stress and potential consequences 

· Describe any physical activities or procedures, if used, and critically evaluate the risks 

· Type, duration of exercise or physical activity 

· Ingestion method, amount, intervals, etc. 

2.  Vertebrate animal research (See instructions at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/document/Rule2007.pdf  page 17
· Briefly discuss POTENTIAL ALTERNATIVES and present a detailed justification for use of vertebrate animals 

· Explain potential impact or contribution this research may have 

· Detail all procedures to be used 

· Include methods used to minimize potential discomfort, distress, pain and injury to the animals during the course of experimentation 

· Detailed chemical concentrations and drug dosages 

· Detail animal numbers, species, strain, sex, age,  etc. 

· Include justification of the numbers planned for the research 

· Describe housing and oversight of daily care 

· Discuss disposition of the animals at the termination of the study 

3. Potentially Hazardous Biological Agents (See instructions at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/document/Rule2007.pdf page 21

· Describe Biosafety Level Assessment process and resultant BSL determination 

· Give source of agent 

· Detail safety precautions 

· Discuss methods of disposal 

4.  Hazardous Chemicals, Activities & Devices (See instructions at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/document/Rule2007.pdf page 25

· Describe Risk Assessment process and results 

· Detail chemical concentrations and drug dosages 

· Describe safety precautions and procedures to minimize risk 

· Discuss methods of disposal
