BSSEF- Fair Directors Meeting - Agenda

August 3, 2007, 10:30 am

Teleconference-800-362-4799, ID 817000

Attending:
BSSEF – Todd Allen, UW-Madison nuclear engineer, BSSEF President 



Mike Farmer retired Marquette student services, past SE WI Reg 


SEF director. 




Patti Bringe


Fair is March 15



Waukesha – Tom Katte


Madison –Gena Cooper


Oshkosh – Mark Boushele Fair is Feb. 16


Kenosha – {Howard Towne}, Casimir Uchegbu Fair is Jan. 12


University School – Paul Greeney



Nicolet –Gary Stresman



Western Wisconsin – Sol Simon, Forrest Schultz


Sheboygan – Jeff Schwehm Fair is Feb. 16
Discussion topics
· Introductions

· Definitions
· ISEF – International Science & Engineering Fair. Top pre-college exposition of science & engineering research talent in the world.
· Held in a different US city every year
· Wisconsin student Philip Streich won ISEF in 2007
· A major incentive to participating
· BSSEF – Badger State Science & Engineering Fair. Founded in 2002 as a non-profit 501 (c) 3 organization.
· Mission is to support science & engineering research in WI
· Goal is to increase student SF participation and to increase number of science fairs
· Status of each regional fair

· Financial-sponsorship possibilities? Grants?

· Each regional fair is responsible for their own finances 
· BSSEF will help if possible. Keep us informed of your needs
· $500 affiliation fee and transportation for a minimum of 1 student and their teacher to Intel ISEF
· cost to run regional fair does not need to be much. Most fairs are operated by volunteers and donated facilities
· Gena Cooper (BSSEF board member) has secured a $1,000 Excel Energy grant for Western WI.
· Date, location, outreach to schools, marketing to community

· Each regional is responsible for their own outreach, marketing, etc. BSSEF will help if necessary. Let us know. Important to establish territory and make personal contacts.
· Identify region, make email contact to school

· Recruit assistance from school departments that may have support staff. 
· Colleges – this could be admission department
· HS – this could be administrative or department or pupil services secretaries. Last year I recruited our special education department and, as a job skill training, the CD teacher had students send faxes to all school districts in the state. Most front offices will have the WI school directory. If not it is available through DPI.
· ISEF affiliation

· Student/school participation

· ISEF requires minimum of 5 schools or 50 students participate in a fair. However, don’t let this discourage you. ISEF is very flexible and accommodating with new fairs. They want to see expansion also.
· SRC/IRB, student and teacher travel

· ISEF more concerned about safety and ethics of research. SRC and IRB committees are required (can be one committee that does both jobs) See http://www.sciserv.org/isef/aff_fairs/aff_review.asp for details
· Display and safety

· Deadlines at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/aff_fairs/aff_deadlines.asp
· Information at http://www.sciserv.org/isef/aff_fairs/aff_application.asp
· Website

· CSEF (Madison) = http://allen.neep.wisc.edu/sciencefair/
· BSSEF = http://bssef.org/
· BSSEF Commitment to Regionals

· BSSEF has administrative staff to help. The goal is for each regional to be independent but during the developmental years please request help when necessary.
· Develop/coordinate network of regional fairs

· Provide resources whenever possible

· Regionals commitment to BSSEF

· Support mission and goals. BE AMBASSADORS!

· Bring students to BSSEF or support schools to do so

· Vision for this committee

· Eventually this committee will develop policy and govern practice of the Wisconsin regional fair network

· Act as consulting group for BSSEF, ie: should BSSEF be 2 day fair? Should it be coordinated with WSST convention?

· Miscellaneous

· Future meetings?

· Meet face to face at least once a year (perhaps at BSSEF)

· People must respond to email communication within a week

· Teleconference is always available

· Perhaps we should start a blog? Not necessary at this time – perhaps in the future. Emails are an effective way to communicate
· Consider a booth at WSST (Lake Geneva)

· Same day as BSSEF – March 13-15

Minutes
· Mark 

·  make students and teachers aware of event and responsibilities as soon as possible

· make personal contact as much as possible

· get administrative support

· Casimir

· Kenosha requiring projects of approximately 20 students

· Will send letters to all neighboring schools

· Jeff

· Has strong administrative support – they want to get students on campus

· Exploring the possibility of having an astronaut as a guest speaker

· Mike

· Will go through papers from old SE Wis SF and communicate with people any contacts that may be useful

Future meeting dates

· Conference call in October – Gary will set up

· Face to face meeting in November – Mike will set up – approximately 4:00 PM, on a Tuesday or Thursday.

